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Subject: Surface water background and release sample similarity 

PROJECT NOTE SUMMARY 

During the 2009 Integrated Assessment conducted by the Superfund Technical Assessment and Response 
Team (START) and the Resource Engineering and Analytical Contract (REAC) surface water and 
sediment samples were collected from the East Branch of Flenniken Branch upstream of the Smokey 
Mountain Smelters property (background samples) and an unnamed perennial tributary of the East Branch 
of Flenniken Branch downstream of the Smokey Mountain Smelters property. The background (SMS-01-
SW, SMS-01-SD) and downstream (SMS-02-SW, SMS-02-SD, SMS-03-SW, SMS-03-SD) surface water 
and sediment samples were collected from similar water bodies with similar flow rates. 
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